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Time has flown by since | joined the family}‘!& Teresa Secondary School a
year ago. Thanks to the dedication of the rvisors, teachers, parents,
alumni and members of the school management committee over the years,
STSS stands up well to the challenging educational environment in Hong
Kong. Guided by a holistic approach to education, STSS is totally committed to
students' whole-person development. Character building and academic
performance carry equal weight at our school.

STSS is a school which does not only focus on ‘winners! Students are provided
with ample opportunities to learn, perform and shine. Efforts in academic,
artistic, creative, sporting, technological and social realms are all encouraged
and supported. At the same time, we commit ourselves to following the
edifying example of our Patron, St. Teresa of Lisieux, by trusting totally to God's
loving care, living a life of simplicity, searching for truth and sacrificing
ourselves for others with unabated courage.

The implementation of the new senior secondary curriculum has marked a
new milestone in our work. One clear objective of the new structure is to equip
our students with the necessary skills, abilities and mindset so that they will be
able to meet the challenges of life and work in an ever-changing environment
not only competently but also confidently. Furthermore, as guided by the
mission of Catholic education, we have placed significant emphasis on the
practice of core Catholic values (Truth, Justice, Love, Life and Family), which
form the spiritual and intellectual foundations of our new programmes.

We are putting in place a broader and more diversified senior secondary
curriculum to cater for the different interests, aptitudes and abilities of
students. This will avoid the premature division of students into science, arts or
commercial streams. To facilitate students' whole-person development, a key
component of our new curriculum is non-academic learning experiences, or
what is known as, “Other Learning Experiences” (OLE). We will continue to

enhance the quality of education we provide and to support our students in
realizing their goals and dreams through multiple education and career
pathways.

STSS has continued to attract and recruit top students locally and from outside
of Hong Kong. The results of our teaching were evident from the satisfactory
HKDSE results of last year. | wish to take this opportunity to thank all teachers
for their hard work, their dedication to our school and our students, and their
commitment to excellence.

We have made impressive progress in our student character formation
programmes. Apart from having built a harmonious school atmosphere, we
have also developed excellent and rewarding relationships with parents,
alumni and stakeholder groups such as Education Bureau, Catholic Education
Office, Kowloon City District Office, NGOs, Universities, Primary schools and
other partners.

Looking ahead, STSS will continue to hold to its beliefs and will implement its
strategic development plans for 2012-2015. One important project is the
establishment of the Incorporated Management Committee (IMC), which will
take into account the views of stakeholders and create a more transparent
management system. Our school renovation works, completed during the
summer holidays, have included new staff rooms and a brand new look to our
library. We also plan to make our teaching more innovative and our
environment more stimulating to suit the needs of our students.

We are celebrating the 35th anniversary of our school this year and we are all
looking forward to some memorable events, Given the solid foundations
students will acquire at STSS, | am sure that our girls will excel in whatever
future pathways they choose to take, and that they will become leaders in
different disciplines as we have proudly seen with our old girls.

Tam Yun Ming Teresa
Principal



hlgh'”

for frmtful exchanges

To improve teaching effectiveness, teachers must
always reflect on their own teaching and
continuously seek ways to improve it. The Pilot
Scheme on Hong Kong English Teachers'
Exchange Activities to the Mainland is a means to
help teachers do so. This was the second year of
our participation. As in the previous year, two of
our English teachers were assigned to Foshan
No.14 Middle School in Guangdong, where they

worked closely with teachers there on their
English curriculum so that they could adopt a more
integrated and interactive approach to learning and teaching English.
Building on the success of last year, the collaboration between the two
schools has reached new heights. This year there was a successful
production of an English musical.

We were also honoured to have been invited by the EDB to be a base school
for the scheme this year. During the 4-day visit in April by local teachers
from CCC Hoh Fuk Tong College, PAOC Ka Chi Secondary School and Shung
Tak Catholic English College along with mainland teachers from Foshan
No.14 Middle School and Hua Ying School, there were many fruitful
exchanges. The fact that our school was a base school for the scheme
allowed us to share our previous experiences with the local secondary
school teachers who were to be sent to the various participating schools in
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Foshan. As a base school, our classrooms were also opened up for lesson
observations, and the post-lesson discussions between our teachers, the
other Hong Kong teachers and our counterparts from the Mainland were
engaging and insightful. All the visitors were impressed by the efforts
that the whole school had put into creating an English-rich environment
as well as the school-based English curriculum that was tailor-made for
our students.

We cherish every learning opportunity. The sharing of ideas, the chance
for reflection and the collaboration between peers make us stronger
educators.

Miss Anita Huna. Fnalish Panel Head of 5TSS

¥ Principal Tam presenting a souvenir to Mr Eric Chan (EDB)
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Ms Karen Chan Ka Wing and Ms Lam Fung Ming went on secondment to
the Education Bureau in the last academic year. The following is an
interview with the two of them in which they talk about what they did
and what insights they gained from the programme.

0] : What programme did you join last year?

Ms Lam: The name of the programme was The Pilot Scheme on ‘Hong
Kong English Teachers' Exchange Activities to the Mainland’
(2011/12). It was a professional development programme for
Hong Kong exchange teachers.

(0] : What exactly did you do?

Ms Lam: At the initial stage, we took part in some training workshops to
learn how to collaborate with mainland teachers, what
strategies and skills school-based development facilitators
should be equipped with as well as up-to-date teaching
strategies, knowledge and skills, etc. We also visited some other
schools on the Mainland and in Hong Kong. | think it was an
eye-opening experience for us because we seldom have a
chance to visit other Hong Kong schools while we are in Hong
Kong.

In May, we were stationed at Foshan No. 14 Middle School for one whole
month. As | mentioned before, we were school-based development
facilitators and we had to work with the mainland teachers there. At first,
we did some lesson observations and post-lesson discussions. Then, we
designed two different sets of worksheets for them, one for more capable
students and one for weaker students. Then we discussed how to make
use of various teaching activities in the classroom. The class size is quite
big in Foshan, there are about 55-60 students in one class, and it is mainly
teacher-centred, therefore, we hoped that by making use of different
teaching techniques and activities in the classroom, we could arouse
students’ interest in learning English and change the classroom into a
student-centred one. We also organized one drama workshop and one
vocabulary teaching seminar for them.
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: What did you learn from the programme?
: When we first learn to ride a bike, we struggle a lot and think

: What impressed you the most about the programme?
Ms Chan :
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about what we can do to make it easier. But once you learn
how to ride, it becomes something automatic. It doesn't
require you to think at all. This applies to almost anything. This
programme provided me with a lot of opportunities to
observe lessons and get involved in post-lesson observations,
which allowed me to reflect on what | have been doing in my
classroom. Although we were the school-based development
facilitators, we actually learnt from the mainland teachers too.
They were hospitable, enthusiastic and open-minded; they
were willing to explore new ideas. We always shared ideas and
experiences in order to help students. It reminded me of the
importance of cooperation and sharing. Through professional
dialogue, we can improve our teaching.

The students at the school we visited were very hard-working.
They did not have as many resources as students in Hong Kong
and there were not many outside-classroom activities in which
students could practice English. Furthermore, they did not
have air-conditioners in their classrooms. However, they
treasured the opportunity to learn. When Ms Lam and | held a
lunchtime activity, more than 60 students showed up. | think
students in Hong Kong are quite lucky in a sense that they are
provided with a lot of resources and opportunities. Although
we were stationed at Foshan No. 14 Middle School for only a
month (I wish we could have stayed longer!), we built up a
good rapport with the students. We chatted, we played, we
learnt. | was incredibly impressed by all the people I met and |
will value all the experiences | had. They will stay with me
forever.
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S.4 students Jovy Ng Chow Yee, Colleen Ng Hang Ki, Sally Wong Po Ching and Kathy Yip Yan Wa's video entry
in the HKVEP Workplace English Contest won the Champion award. The contest was organised by the Hong
Kong Institute of Vocational Education (IVE). The final and award presentation ceremony was held at the
Hong Kong Design Institute on Saturday 21st April, 2012,

Students had to film a product or service presentation (3-5 minutes in length). Judging criteria included
impact, creativity, content, language skills and presentation skills. The skills and knowledge gained from the
competition helped students with the NSS Elective module - Workplace Communication.

The team's winning entry was titled ‘Harmony House Maid Service! The team wanted to promote the
message that domestic helpers play an important role in the lives of Hong Kong families. The winning
entry may be viewed at: www.youtube.com/hkvep

Clipit’G

Clipit is organised by the Native-speaking English Teacher (NET) Section of the EDB, and it
is open to all schools in Hong Kong. The competition aims to develop students’ English
language proficiency in a creative way through the use of technology.

Students form a team and are given a piece of raw video footage in which they need to
edit and then re-arrange the film. Teams need to conduct research and write a
commentary for their videos, and there is a requirement that their videos have a focus on
one of the Elective modules of the Senior NSS curriculum. Finally, a voice-over with
matching subtitles and special effects are added.

Our Junior Secondary team (Anson Chan Hoi Lam, Gina Chan Kin Shing, Lily Chiu Mej Lej,

Pauline Rose Trieu & Zoe Yeung Tsz Lam) won the 1st Prize in their category. Their video was

titled ‘Overcoming Monday Sickness, and it related to the NSS Social Issues elective. The

prize ceremony was held on 3rd July 2012 at EDB Kowloon Tong Education Services _ \ e e W
Centre. ia their certificates |
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The Daily Readers ‘Read Out Loud’ Competition was organised
by KEA Learning International. A secondary school category
was added to the competition for the first time this year.
Participants had to submit an audio recording of a poem
(over 1000 entries were received). Short-listed participants
were chosen to read out the poem in a semi-final. Four of our
students got through to the final and were invited to take
part in the final and award presentation ceremony at Hong
Kong University on Saturday 21st April, 2012. At the final,
students needed to present their poems in an effective way
as well as explain how they felt about the poem and why
they chose it. Students were judged on their pronunciation,
voice projection, presentation and creativity. Pauline Rose Trieu
(5.2A) won the 7°f runner-up prize while Michelle Chan Long
Ki (5.1D) and Lily Chiu Mei Lei (S.2A) were both awarded a
merit award.
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